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First, we change lives.
Then we change the future.
“The Partnership for the Future experiences
have been such a wonderful advantage for me.
From the college tours, to peer workshops, to
upcoming SAT prep classes; it has helped me
grow so much in my life and helped me become
a better person and student. Partnership for the
Future is an awesome program, and I’m blessed
to be a part of it each and everyday.”
- Sa’KiaT., Class of 2013

PFF Board Chair Stephanie Gaillard White (MWV) poses with
PFF’s 2012 Kirshner Scholar Finalists (PFF’s highest honor).
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“Partnership has been a major help in my
life. Without the program, I wouldn’t have
gotten such hands on experience to the real
world, such as working and college. I thank
Partnership for everything. As a Level 3, I
am positive now, I’m going to college!”
- Shelby S., Class of 2013
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PFF Alumna Returns to Her Roots
G

Charleita M. Richardson
President and CEO

Victor Branch, SVP/Market Manager (Bank of
America) presents Richardson with a grant.

Continuing to Grow

Thank you to all of our supporters

F

or the past 18 years,
Partnership for the Future
(PFF) has worked tirelessly to
provide opportunities and college
access to hundreds of Richmondarea high school students raised
under challenging circumstances.
With the generous help of
corporate sponsors, as well as
individual donors, PFF has been
able to combine mentoring,
teaching and internships to open
educational doors even wider to
these driven young people.
As a result of the tremendous
success of the program and
its participants, PFF has been
able to improve and expand its
efforts. In addition to an exciting
rebranding in 2010, the program
has been able to grow from a
three-year venture to a four-year
experience that encompasses all
of high school. “We’ve been able
to close the gap on services that
were being offered,” said Charleita
Richardson, President and CEO of
Partnership for the Future.
According to Richardson, the
rebranding has allowed the
program to change from being

Richmond’s best kept secret to a
widely known entity. “We want
to go from being a college access
organization to a college success
organization,” said Richardson.
The goal is to work with program
participants in college, as well as
high school, to ensure retention.
Richardson believes that if
students can make it through
at least freshman year, statistics
show a high level of achievement
is possible.
Richardson wants to give a
special thanks to the community
supporters. “Our name says
it all,” she said. “It truly is a
partnership in the community.
We’re a very small organization
with a really big heart, and we do
so much for so many students.
As we continue to grow, we need
everyone in the community to
continue to step up.” Richardson
and Partnership for the Future
are incredibly appreciative of
the time and money provided
by many area leaders, and they
hope to continue tapping into
what Richardson calls “a wealth
of knowledge and good people”
in Richmond.

“I want to thank all of our funders, volunteers,
donors, students and parents for continuing to
believe in PFF,” Richardson said. “We’re so proud
to have them in our family.”
- Charleita M. Richardson
President and CEO

rowing up in the small
town of Council, N.C.,
Whitney Brooks dreamed of
becoming the first member
of her family to attend
college. She was firm in her
belief that the dream was
possible, but the path was
unclear. Brooks, the oldest of
three children and daughter
of a single mother, wanted
to be a role model to her
siblings. “I always knew
I would go,” she said. “It
was just a matter of how.”
When she was 15, Brooks’
family moved to Richmond,
and soon after, she was
introduced to the program
that would help her achieve
her college dream.

students to be awarded
the Kirshner Scholarship
for demonstrating the ideal
qualities of a PFF student.
At the award ceremony, she
stood nervously alongside
two of her closest friends in
the program when her name
Upon arriving in Richmond, was called. “At the time,
Brooks attended Huguenot I was quite overwhelmed
High School. “It was a
with joy, because I knew it
major adjustment living in
would be really helpful [for
a larger city,” she said. Her college],” she said. “I started
guidance counselor quickly crying and thanking my
informed her of Partnership mom. She was very proud.”
for the Future (PFF), and
One of the great advantages
in 2007, she was accepted
into the program. “It was a of Partnership for the Future
is its association with nearby
competitive process, but I
felt fortunate, grateful and colleges. Fairs and tours
allow students to gain a
blessed,” said Brooks.
more intimate relationship
As a senior in high school,
with schools. Brooks filled
Brooks was one of two
out an application for Mary

P

Whitney Brooks
PFF Alumna

Baldwin College, on-site
at the PFF college fair, and
received calls, in addition
to a handwritten note
from the school. “I hadn’t
received special attention
from any other schools,
and I was interested in
smaller classroom sizes
and a connection with my
professors,” she said. Brooks
was accepted to Mary
Baldwin in 2008. Her dream
had become a reality.
Upon arriving on campus,
Brooks became heavily
involved in student
activities. “Too involved,”
she said with a laugh.
After an adjustment
period, she was able to
focus her energy into
multiculturalism programs,

WHAT WE DO

artnership for the Future (PFF) is now a four-year program that
provides critical life skills and education through internship placements
and college preparation training. Our mission is to provide high-potential
students from challenging circumstances in metro-Richmond area schools
with the abilities and experiences necessary to attain college degrees.
PFF works with area high school counselors to identify candidates. Only onethird of the students who apply to the program qualify for the limited number
of spaces. Following admission, students participate in SAT prep courses along
with classes designed to prepare them for the challenges of college. These
range from time management to developing critical thinking abilities.
Students also participate in paid internships that help in developing new
skills, gaining experiences and discovering new opportunities. Additionally,
PFF staff and mentors guide students through the complex process of
college preparation. This includes preparing applications and entrance
essays, as well as applying for financial aid, scholarships and grants. In
2012, PFF provided services to 124 students with more than 70 companies
participating in the Partnership. Ninety-nine percent of students who
complete the program matriculate to post-secondary educational programs.

student mentoring and
teaching assistant work,
in addition to attaining
one of the school’s highest
positions, chairwoman
of the Judicial Board.
She was also awarded
Mary Baldwin’s highest
student leadership honor,
the President’s Award.
During summers, Brooks
returned to Richmond and
PFF, working as an intern
coordinator. She graduated
from Mary Baldwin a year
early, and became a parttime program coordinator
before accepting a full-time
position as the PFF office
manager in 2012.
Brooks hopes to stay in
her position for two years
before attending law school.
She’s recently shifted her
focus from being a criminal
prosecutor to family law.
“I’ve developed a passion
for students and families,”
she said, adding that she
would eventually like to
run her own non-profit,
geared toward students
with troubled backgrounds.
“My mother raised me well,
but I owe a great deal of
success to Partnership for
the Future,” said Brooks.

“Partnership to
me is more than
just a high school
program. It’s a life
changing network
of people who
deeply care about
us and our lives.”
- Joseph E.,
Class of 2014
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“PFF is more than just an organization.
It’s a place that wants you to succeed in life.”

A

liyah Wooten is a smart, driven
high school junior at J.R. Tucker
who is thriving in the Partnership
for the Future program. As much as
she appreciates and enjoys PFF, it
hasn’t always been an easy process.
Initially, “it was kind of intimidating,”
she said. Before being accepted into
the program, Wooten had to undergo
a strenuous interview process. It’s a
serious presentation before a panel of
three judges who asked the then- 14year- old some difficult questions. “I
didn’t really know how to respond,”
she said, recalling how nervous she felt.

Wooten charmed the panel, was
addition to sitting in on interviews and
accepted into PFF, and immediately
board meetings.
felt comfortable. “It was like a family,”
“PFF has helped me
she said. “The program coordinators
were very friendly. They wanted you
learn that my voice
to succeed. It felt like home.”
matters, that I’m
PFF has provided Aliyah with both
professional training and college
preparation skills. She received an
internship with PFF, which has given
her an opportunity to compare
nonprofit work to the corporate
world. Wooten has personally
organized and run fundraisers, in

important,” she said.

As a high school junior, Wooten
is starting the college selection
process, and PFF is helping to
provide a number of resources. The
PFF students have been exposed to
various area colleges, including a

– Aliyah Wooten
week-long overnight stay at RandolphMacon College. This spring, they will
embark on a college tour as well.
Wooten is uncertain of what the future
holds professionally, but she hopes to
become successful in whatever she
pursues. “I want to be able to get my
foot in the door,” she said. “I’m not
afraid of taking risks. “ Wooten believes
that through Partnership for the
Future, she has a tremendous amount
of tools at her disposal, and she has
gained a truly valuable network of
advisors and friends.

Aliyah Wooten
PFF Student (Class of 2014)

